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The 18th December 2014 was a special day for the chemists at Queen Mary. They all gathered to 

celebrate the 125 Years of Chemistry at Queen Mary for an afternoon of engaging lectures fol-

lowed by posters sessions and an evening reception.  

The conference opened with a welcome talk by the Principal of Queen Mary University of Lon-

don, Professor Simon Gaskell followed by a very interesting lecture by Prof. Mike Watkinson 

entitled “a brief history of chemistry at Queen Mary”. The lecture started with the history of the 

chemistry buildings. The first one was opened by Queen Victoria in 1887 and in 1928 the Duke 

and Duchess of York visited the Chemistry lab. The second chemistry building was opened by 

Queen Elizabeth in 1967. He then honoured the many chemists of QMUL who were killed in ac-

tion during the first world war and highlighted the work of some famous people at QMUL such 

as:  

Dewar’s development of the perturbational MO treatment whose basis lies in quantum me-

chanics. Dewar was elected to Fellowship of the Royal Society for his work at QMUL.  

BCL Weedon’s work on natural products, culminating in the elucidation of the structure of 

fucoxanthin, the most abundant carotenoid. Weedon became Vice Chancellor of the University 

of Nottingham.  

DC Bradley’s studies of organometallics, of great practical importance in materials science, 

especially in the fields of microelectronics and chemical vapour deposition.  

Celebrating 125 Years of Chemistry  

at Queen Mary University of London 
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Prof W. Hickinbottom who left a legacy to the Royal Society of Chemistry to fund the Hickin-

bottom Award.  

Mike had many more stories about the history of the Chemistry labs and its scientists that attract-

ed a huge interest among the audience.  

Alumni speaking at the event included: Professor Michael Hursthouse (Southampton), Professor 

Fiona Meldrum (Leeds), Professor Michael Mingos FRS (Oxford), Professor Nigel Simpkins 

(Birmingham), Professor Peter Skabara (Strathclyde) and guest speaker: Professor Chris 

Schofield FRS (Oxford). 

The NANODRUG team at QMUL was of course participating and Professor Resmini was invit-

ed to present her research on Functional nanomaterials. 

This event brought together all the scientist from SBCS together with guest speakers to discuss 

the current status of results and look forward to new challenges. The relaxed atmosphere of the 

venue allowed time for stimulating conversations and planning of new collaborations. 

Duke and Duchess of York (later George VI and Queen Elizabeth) in Chemistry 15 May 1928. Demonstration  by Pro-

fessor Partington. No safety glasses ! 

Chemistry laboratory 1892 SBCS Chemistry laboratory 2014 
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Omg, it’s been quite a long time since I’ve 

written for this newsletter! Time flies so fast 

and with so many things to do it’s difficult to 

keep track. 

Since my last newsletter article (November 

2013! Sorry Sylvie…) a lot has happened. 

Last April I took part in the British Toxicolo-

gy Society, BTS Annual Congress 2014, 

where I won the Award for Best Poster 

presentation presenting my work on internal-

ization and toxicity of amorphous silica par-

ticles; it was quite the achievement for me, 

considering at the time I was a simple second 

year PhD compared to other people present-

ing their work; for that I also need to thank 

our collaboration partner, Prof. Marion 

MacFarlane from the MRC toxicology unit 

in Leicester, UK.  

Claudia Moia, University of Cranfield, receiving 

her prize for the best poster at the BTS Annual 

Congress 2014 . 

Busy C
laudia! 
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After that, in July I took part in the 3rd 

NANODRUG Summer School in 

Coimbra/Cantanhede, Portugal. It was 

so nice to see everybody again, and to 

meet so many people from all our part-

ner labs! After the meeting I stayed 

there an additional two weeks to do my 

first secondment; thanks to Michela’s 

help, I got very nice results on migra-

tion effects of silica particles in HaCaT 

cells. I also had quite a lot of fun with 

Michi, Josy as well as their friends, 

even though the weather was a little bit 

too hot for me to fully enjoy (32 de-

grees…not exactly my temperature op-

timum). 

In October I also attended an applied 

toxicology meeting in Chicago, in what 

was my first trip ever to the US: it was 

so exciting and so scary at the same time 

(8-hour flight with a lot of turbulence)! 

Chicago is nice, but too modern for my 

taste; it was still quite interesting to make 

comparisons between American and Eu-

ropean cultures. 

Last January I also completed my second 

secondment, this time in Sanofi Chilly-

Mazarin: despite the security concerns 

following the attacks (I’m so lucky that I 

managed to arrive in Paris during the Fri-

day attacks…), I didn’t let myself get in-

fluenced too much, and with Sara’s help I 

got very interesting results on subcellular 

location and cytotoxicity. We also had 

funny times, with Jacqueline coming to 

do some work during my last week there 

(and madness ensued…impermeable 

phones? Yes, that can be done!). 

And now, after almost three years since 

starting my adventure in Cranfield, it’s 

time to wrap everything up and start writ-

ing my thesis… Claudia 
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Here we are Nanodrug fami-

ly!! The final and busiest pe-

riod of my PhD has arrived! 
Already almost 3 years has passed (that’s 

sounds almost impossible to me) and so far 

there is something I have understood: beside 

people around you, good Italian coffee and 

your diary are your best friends! It doesn't 

matter how quickly you will lose the ability 

to remember things to do, he will always be 

there. At least if I don't forget to write down 

what's important... (it also happens). Many 

things took place since my last update here, 

but luckily we had the opportunity to meet in 

Innsbruck for the 4th Nanodrug International 

Meeting where we all gained from a scien-

The two shores of
 the Channel 

tific and personal point of view. Thanks to its central position I also had the opportunity to 

visit Munich and experience bavarian beer, pretzels and wurstels. 

What I have been involved afterwards is probable about the highest moment of my PhD, 

the SET for Britain poster presentation at Westminster followed by my 2nd secondment in 

Sanofi, Paris, with a third one coming soon. 
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It seems to be a habit or so, as for the third 

year in running a member of the Resmini 

group was selected to present his work at 

Westminster. Following the ‘tradition’ 

started with Judith and Sofia, I was 

shortlisted among hundreds of early stage 

researchers to display my research in the 

Biology and biomedical sciences section 

on the 9th March 2015, which comprised 

60 posters from representatives of Univer-

sities throughout the UK. I competed for 

prize and medal being judged by academ-

ics and parliamentarians presenting the 

work titled “Smart switchable fluorescent 

self-assembled nanoparticles as drug deliv-

ery system for the skin”. Prof. Resmini 

supported me on the day of the event, but 

unfortunately I didn't get out from the 

House of Commons as a richer person, 

even though it was extremely satisfactory 

to be there and wear some nice suite in-

stead of my lab coat. 

After another intense day for my 3rd year 

PhD exam, thanks to the collaboration 

with Dr Steinmetz from Sanofi I went to 

Paris to get some results on computational 

modelling of my nanomaterials that will 

support the experimental data. Working at 

Sanofi is really different and useful at the 

same time. Nevertheless I enjoyed the 

time working with Andrey and Sara The 

end of my research project doesn't seem 

too far away now, but there is still a lot of 

collaborative work with Sara and Dr Vige 

at Sanofi that has to be done in April to 

have cell viability and internalisation com-

pleted. I don't see the end of the tunnel yet, 

but I hope that for the next Nanodrug 

meeting in Sardinia things will be almost 

done. 

 

Salut a tout, a bientôt mes amis 

Gabriele 
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In the middle of the Alps surrounded by majestic white mountains there is Innsbruck, an 

enchanted Austrian town. A place where urbanistic and nature perfectly bind together to 

create something that takes the best from both worlds. A town with a very active night, 

touristic and shopping life where at the same time you can enjoy the beauty and silence of 

the mountains. In this wonderful setting took place the 4th international NANODRUG meet-

ing and winter school. It has been a week full of very interesting activities both in terms of 

scientific perspective and entertainment.  

The winter school included a basic training on computational chemistry which was of much 

interest, first because it was a completely new topic for most of us, moreover Dr. Julian 

Fuchs and Miss Stefania Monteleone (responsible for the training) demonstrated great 

teaching skills. Another fascinating talk/course on patent law that raised extreme interest 

among us all. 

The scientific family reunion 

in Innsbruck ,Austria 
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The international meeting has proven as usual high standards both in terms of science con-

tents and presentation skills of fellows and invited speakers. 

Among the free time activities it is worth to mention the cableway experience starting from 

central Innsbruck (altitude 560m) reaching altitude 2250 meters, with a sensational view of 

Innsbruck and the surrounding mountains. The sledge night where, after a very good din-

ner, we sledged on a gentle slope at the end of which we had a massive snow fight we en-

joyed very much. 

Let’s also talk about food, amazing desserts and very filling main courses together with 

good wine, beer and delicate starters and soups.  

I really want to thank Professor Klaus Liedl and Wang Yin for the impeccable organisation 

of the event, I am pretty confident I can state that on behalf of all the fellows. 

It is always fantastic to spend time all together and share thoughts, feelings and ideas as 

usual. 
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After a week it was time to go back to London and back to work. The PhD gives you always 

the opportunity to have a closer and inside look to other researches. Three weeks after coming 

back to London I attended the first London Polymer Group Symposium where I was selected 

for a poster presentation. It has been an amazing experience to spend a day with very big 

names of the polymer scientific community such as: Prof. Molly Stevens, Prof. Giuseppe 

Battaglia, Dr. Remzi Becer and many others.  Having the chance to have a chat with them and 

collect very useful suggestions has been very rewarding.    
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NANODRUG is close to its end, some of us 

already completed their studies some other are 

close to completion. This is the time I start 

thinking back to all the experiences lived, mo-

ments shared, authentic laughs…  

NANODRUG has been not only a scientific 

training but a life training.  I had the chance to 

work with great scientists and I found them to 

be great people and friends too. We created 

solid bonds (covalent bonds if you wish to be 

a bit nerd) which I am sure will endure time 

and space (long shelf life, ok I will stop with 

these stupid jokes). Truth is I am starting to 

feel a bit of nostalgia but at the same time I 

am very happy and thankful to NANODRUG 

that has given me the opportunity to meet all 

these wonderful people who I like to call 

NANODRUG family.    

Giorgio 
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NANODRUG Teams 
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Researchers  

Will give  

presentations with 

their final results 

5th NANODRUG  

International Scientific 

Meeting 

27 June-1st July 2015  

Alghero, Italy 

 

Alghero 

Sardinia, 
Italy 
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